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AEROSPACE AND AVIATION SECTOR 
PARTNERSHIP

• Why this?

• The Aerospace and Aviation industry is expected have a 1.6% annual job growth rate 

within the Central Planning region through 2024.

• Why now?

• Colorado has the 2nd largest aerospace economy in the United States. We need to 

ensure that we keep it that way.

• Why all of us?

• It will take all of us working together to keep this industry strong!





Colorado Aerospace Economy*

 1st in nation per capita in employment

 180 + aerospace companies

 More than 500 suppliers provide        
space-related products & services

 84% small business

 190,880 + indirect jobs 

 4.7 % revenue growth in 2017

 $15.4B Colorado economic impact

 Approx 80% Govt funded, 61% DoD
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Colorado aerospace propels a diverse economy through 
innovation & advanced technology

* Metro Denver EDC 17 Apr 2018



CURRENT MARKET

• NASA awards Lockheed Martin long term production agreement for up to 12 

Orion spacecraft going into the 2030’s

• The Spaceport is approved

• Colorado moved up from 8th in 2017 to 5th in Aerospace Manufacturing 

• Centennial Airport 2nd highest volume private airport in the United States

• DIA sets a record for passenger traffic in 2017 at 61,379,396 people. Up 5.3% 

from 2016.

• ULA received $1.8 Billion contract yesterday to complete five Delta 4 missions



Space Based Infrared Systems (SBIRS)

Buckley AFB Is Epicenter for SBIRS

SBIRS 4 Launched Jan 20, 2018

Built By LMC Space

Launched by ULA

Operated by AF Space Command
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NASA Orion

The Next Big Leap Into Space Begins in 

Colorado!

LMC Space Building 

NASA’s next Human 

Space Exploration Vehicle



NASA MARS INSIGHT SPACECRAFT

LMC Colorado Produced

Launched by ULA May 5, 2018

Landed Mars Nov 26, 2018



SNC Dream Chaser Cargo Spacecraft

“Dream Chaser Received (February 2018) NASA’s Authority to 

Proceed For First Mission to the ISS in Late 2020”



COLORADO AIR & SPACE PORT; AUG 
2018



RISKS

• Opening statement at last years Aerospace and 

Defense small business day

• “We need Engineering Technicians”

• Skilled Labor Shortage (Crisis) in Aviation & 

Aerospace

• As we see the aviation and aerospace fields prepare to 

launch into a new age of technological advancements, 

a potentially massive road block also comes into view. 

Aviation & Aerospace skilled labor shortages are 

nearing “crisis” level, with Forbes, and many other 

accredited sources, pointing to the year 2022 as “the 

year of reckoning”. (PartsBaseEXPO)



ABOUT NEXT GEN SECTOR 
PARTNERSHIP

• Business centered

• Follows the geographic footprint of 

Industry

• Public partner alignment

• Long term relationships



LAUNCH MEETING

• Wings Over the Rockies

• October 30th November 18th

• 9:00am to 11:00am

• Judy Emery – Facilitating

• Maj. Gen. Jay Lindell opening speaker







FOLLOW UP FROM MEETING

• We need two industry Co-Chairs for the partnership. If you are interested please reach 
out to Stephanie Mufic. The job description for Industry Leader Co-Chairs is attached.

• We would like to ask for leaders/Co-leaders for the two action teams listed below. Please 
let Stephanie Mufic know if you are interested. Conference calls will be set up for 
December 10th for each team. We will be sending calendar notices to each of the team 
members identified below. 

• We are working on setting up our next partnership meeting at the Cherry Creek 
Innovation School our target date is February 6, 2020 from 9:00am to 11:00am. A calendar 
invitation will be sent when the details are finalized. If you would like to host or would like 
to suggest locations for future meetings please let us know. Hosts will be asked to set-up, 
tear-down and provide refreshments for the meeting. 

• If you know of any others that you think would benefit from participating in this 
partnership please feel free to provide them with Stephanie Mufic’s contact information. 
She will reach out to them to provide more details and get them added to the 
partnership. 



NEXT STEPS

• Two teams are holding opening calls December 10th

• “People – Bringing in the Talent”

• “Telling the Colorado Story”

• Next partnership meeting scheduled for February 6th at the Cherry Creek 

Innovation School. 

• Presentation by Aviation Instructor


